CELEBRATE SESSION

WONDER] 2

Love each other like the members of your family. (Romans 12:10a)

The Church Grows - Acts 9:26-31

Prepare to Wonder

Today’s story takes place after Saul's (Paul’s) conversion. The text says that Paul

tries to join the other disciples when he arrives in Jerusalem, but they are afraid

of him. They doubt Paul’s desire to become a disciple of Jesus. Up until Paul’s
blinding experience on the road to Damascus, he was an enemy of Christianity and a
persecutor of those who practiced the faith.

The disciples see Paul as a persecutor, not a believer. They do not trust that Paul
has changed. Barnabas brings Paul to the apostles and serves as a witness to Paul’s
conversion story. After this, Paul is accepted in Jerusalem and begins to preach in
the name of the Lord.

It's hard to trust that people who have hurt us can change. How can we trust their
intentions when we have been harmed? This was the struggle of Jesus’ followers in
the story. However, Paul proved his faith and was supported by a witness, Barnabas.
There are times when it is not right to trust someone again, but there are also times
when we can witness change. In these moments of conversion, we can see God at
work and can be a witness for those who need our love.

After Paul’s conversion, the church grew and people came to know the God of
transformation through the Spirit. We can trust in God that people can change and
that we can find ways to be part of God's transformative love.

Spiritual Practice for Adults

This week reflect on the different ways to show love. Journal about the ways you
love people in your life. Are there other ways you are called to love? Is there
someone you need to stand up for, like Barnabas did? Is there someone like Paul
you are called to protect? Is there someone you need to share God’s love with, as
Paul shared God's love through speaking? Challenge yourself to love in different

situations.
Celebrate Wonder 1 Permission is granted to duplicate this page
Leader Guide ® Spring 2021 ® Session 11 for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.



Welcome to Wonder

Prepare Ahead: As a family, create a Wonder Table. Find a small table or area in your
home. On the table, place a candle, a plant or flower, and any other special items
you want to include.

Tip: Use this space while engaging in the lesson.
e Gather together near your Wonder Table.

WONDER together
e What happens when you show love to others? How do they react?

e What do you think would happen if we tried to love everyone we met the best we
could?

CONTINUE to wonder
e How does love grow?

e Does love change us?

PRAY together

e Dear God, thank you for love that grows. Amen.

SING together

¢ Use your Annual Music CD or download the song, “A Strong Wind” (https://www.
cokesbury.com/Celebrate-Wonder-Annual-Music).

e Play the song, “A Strong Wind.”

e Sing and celebrate.

Wonder with Me
Supplies: CEB Bible, Wonder Cube (Digital Class Pack), optional: Celebrate Wonder

Bible Storybook
READ the Bible story
e Read the Bible story: Acts 9:26-31.

¢ Roll the Wonder Cube. Take time to answer a few of the questions.

WATCH the Bible story

e Visit https://www.cokesbury.com/Celebrate-Wonder-Video to download and watch
today’s Bible story, or watch on www.amplifymedia.com.
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SHARE the Faith Word

e Faith Word: LOVE—Love means a closeness and connection we feel with God and
others.

WONDER: Who showed love in the Bible story?

Love Grows the Church (Game)

Supplies: package of dot stickers, including one sheet for each person

SAY: Barnabas loved Paul and Jesus, the Christian leaders loved Barnabas and Jesus,
and Paul loved Jesus. The church grew because of all the love they shared. When
you tell someone about Jesus, that person wants to tell others. If | share Jesus’ love
with each of you, you will share with others, and more people will know about Jesus'

love.
e Place a dot sticker on each person as you say, “Jesus loves you.”
e Give each person a sheet of dot stickers.

e Encourage everyone to place a dot sticker on another person while saying, “Jesus
loves you.”

e Continue until all the dot stickers are gone.

WONDER: Who else can you share Jesus’ love with?

Spiritual Practice—Exploring Love Through Service
e Gather near your Wonder Table.

SAY: In the Bible story, the followers of Jesus grew through love. Today our church
grows and grows when we show love to others.

e Have everyone fold hands together with fingers intertwined.

e Have everyone follow the motions and repeat your words.

SAY: (Fold hands together with the fingers interlaced.) Here is the church.

SAY: (Point index fingers up and together.) Here is the steeple.

SAY: (Open hands and wiggle fingers.) Open the doors, and see all the people.
SAY: (Close hands.) Close the doors and hear them pray.

SAY: (Open hands.) Open the doors and spread God's love today.

PRAY: Dear God, help us to share your love today. Amen.

e Find a time to read together the Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book.
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