CELEBRATE SESSION

WONDER] 9

Love each other like the members of your family. (Romans 12:10a)

Choosing the Seven - Acts 6:1-7

Prepare to Wonder

Last week we learned how the early believers shared everything, but hinted at
discord later in the Book of Acts. This week the story talks about a conflict that
arose and how the early believers handled the conflict. They solved the conflict by
choosing seven men to oversee the daily distribution of food so that everyone got a
fair share.

The story begins by describing a conflict between two groups in the early church.
The issue involves the case of some widows not receiving enough food during the
daily distribution of food. The friends of Jesus, the disciples, were in charge of the
distribution of food. But the church had grown so fast and so big, they could not
keep up with all they needed to do. Disagreements are not uncommon in churches;
it happens today. What is important about this story is how they solved it.

The disciples’ solution was to let the people choose seven people who were wise
and good to share in ministry and oversee the food distribution. This made the
church people very happy. They decided on the seven wise and good people. The
friends of Jesus then said a prayer for the people and sent them to serve others.

The believers in Jesus came up with a solution to the conflict. They allowed the
people involved to decide on the seven wise and good people who would oversee
the food distribution. In doing so, the disciples admitted they could not do
everything and needed others to help in the ministry. The church people showed
love to the disciples and the church by choosing people to share the ministry load.
The disciples showed love by admitting they could not do it all and asking for help.

Spiritual Practice for Adults

When you need help this week, you can use the following:

How can you get the help you need?

Elect someone to help you.

Let someone help you.

Prioritize what you need help with the most.
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Welcome to Wonder

Prepare Ahead: As a family, create a Wonder Table. Find a small table or area in your
home. On the table, place a candle, a plant or flower, and any other special items
you want to include.

Tip: Use this space while engaging in the lesson.
e Gather together near your Wonder Table.

WONDER together
e What is conflict?

e What is love?

CONTINUE to wonder
e When have you been in a conflict, and how did you solve it?

e How can you show love, even in a conflict?

PRAY together

e Dear God, thank you for helping us show love in conflict. Amen.

SING together

¢ Use your Annual Music CD or download the song, “A Strong Wind” (https://www.
cokesbury.com/Celebrate-Wonder-Annual-Music).

e Play the song, “A Strong Wind.”

e Sing and celebrate.

Wonder with Me
Supplies: CEB Bible, Wonder Cube (Digital Class Pack), optional: Celebrate Wonder
Bible Storybook

READ the Bible story
e Read the Bible story: Acts 6:1-7.

¢ Roll the Wonder Cube. Take time to answer a few of the questions.

WATCH the Bible story

e Visit https://www.cokesbury.com/Celebrate-Wonder-Video to download and watch
today’s Bible story, or watch on www.amplifymedia.com.
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SHARE the Faith Word

e Faith Word: LOVE—Love means a closeness and connection we feel with God and
others.

WONDER: Do you think the community in this Bible story did a good job of
resolving the conflict? Why or why not?

Choose Seven (Game)
Supplies: seven each of different objects (like seven rocks, seven spoons, seven
pencils, seven books, seven napkins, seven pillows, seven cups)

Prepare Ahead: Walk through your space or home to make sure there is seven of
each type of object for the number of participants. For example, if there are five
participants, your space would need to have seven each of five different objects.

SAY: The friends of Jesus chose seven people to help them. Seven is an important
number in the story. When | say, “Go,” you must go on a scavenger hunt for seven of
the same object, like seven pencils, for example. The first person to return back here

with seven of an objects, wins.

WONDER: Why do you think they chose seven people instead of two people to
help?

Spiritual Practice—Exploring Love Through Service
Supplies: Celebration Chart (Digital Class Pack), optional: Celebrate Wonder Family
Activity Book

e Gather in a circle near your Wonder Table, arms’ length apart from one another.
SAY: In the Bible story, the disciples laid hands on the newly chosen disciples.
WONDER: What does it mean to lay hands on someone?

e Place your hands on the shoulders of the people on both sides of you.

Tip: If you do not wish to touch others, that is okay. If activities involving touching are
not an option, stretch out your hands toward one another without touching.

SAY: Let's offer our friends a blessing to go out and be disciples of Jesus.

* Repeat the following blessing:

SAY: You are chosen. Go out and show love to others.

PRAY: Thank you, God, for creating us all to serve your community. Amen.

e Find a time to read together the Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book.
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